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An EPISTLE to FRIENDS, 


greeting, Grace, Mercy and Peace be multiplied, 


and_of the houfhold of the Faithful, in the Eternal 


God of my Life doth my Soul falute you, who are kept in the — 


Faith; in which there “is no fhadow of turning : to you which 
are made partakers of an endlefs Life, which is hid with Chrift 
in God, is my Life drawn ; and I am even conftrained to let 
forth my Love unto you, which know the wafhing in the blood 
_ of the Covenant, and are made partakers of an everlafting In- 
 heritance, who have the Witnefs in your felves that you are 


his Children ; and not only Children, but Heirs, and Joynt-_ 
heirs with Chrift : For, as we fuffer withhim, we fhall alfo 

reign With him ; and though in the world we pafs through great 

Tribulations, yet abiding in Him which overcomes, héreis — 


our Peace and fafety known: for he hath chofenus to be a 


People for his Praife, and his Honour to dwellin ; and thisis 
the reafon we are called into the Vineyard, even to know the. 


Work and the Reward thereof: for now is the day known, 
_ wherein the time is to be redeemed, becaufe the dayes are 
evil: Therefore, dear Friends, be not flothful for the Lord 
is taking notice of the ffanders idle this day : foritis requi- 
red of every one, according to your meafures as you have re- 
ceived of the Lord,to clear your felves concerning this wicked 
Generation :. for the Beaft 1s let loofe out of the bottomlefs- 
pit, and his fury is very great, becaufe he hath but a fhort 
time to reign; therefore doth he roar after his prey with a 
devouring voice. Therefore, my Friends, keep upon your 
~ watch; for this is the day wherein he is in fubtilty transform- 
ing himfelf into an Angel of light: But dear Lambs, keep to 
that which doth difcover him in his appearances ; for that is 
the Anchor you are to know, and there you are to be ftaid, 


even in the Power over Hell and Death, for thefe are the laft 


enemies 


Ear Friends, to whom this may come do I fend: 


in and amongft you ; who are of the Family of God, 


| 
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enemies we are to conquer : but bleffed be God who is mighty 
in his appearance, and hath made himfelf known to be the 
- Captain of our Salvation, and hath difplayed the Banner of _ 
his Love over us, who in allour Afflictions is afflicted, and 

the Angel of his prefence is known to {upport in the time of _ 
—ourneed ; and this is the reafon that I am conftrained to call 
upon you to keep to your watch: and if any Lamb among you 
be fuftered to go aftray, the Shepherd’s Crook is to be known © 
to catch them to the Fold. Underftand what I fay,my Friends, 
for I write to the Faithful that can reade witha fingle heart ; 
who have known the Clouds pafs over, and the Vail taken a- 
way, and the Partition-wall broken down; even they know 
what I fay, and can feel me in the endlefs Life, and in the in- 
vifible Fountain of Love ; for herein am I united unto you; — 

_ And this is the day wherein the Lord is making up his Jewels, - 
therefore are we made to {peak oft one to another, and a Book 
of Remembrance is to be written thereof :. Therefore, dear 
Friends, think it not ftrange concerning the fiery Tryals, _ 
which are to try you, as though fome ftrange thing happened 
unto you: for,as Gold, muft you be tryed and purified in the 
fire: and this 1s the reafon that he is makingVeffels fit for his 
Honour to dwellin; for there is nothing can ftand before him 
but that which can endure the fire ; even fire within, and fire 

without. Abide it, dear Friends, and keep clofe to the Lord; | 
for there is none can wear the Crown. but theythat endure to 
- the end: For the mighty God is arifen in ftrength, as with an 
Army, to fupport.all thofe that truftin him, and are weak and 
little in their own eyes, being kept low in his Fear ; for fuch 
doth he wonderfully uphold. And here is no need of fheltring 
one under another, for the Lord is the fhelter of thofe that 
put their truft in him, and walk before him with an upright 
heart: forit is the heart he requires, which is redeemed out 
of the form, and kept fingle to himfelf. Let them that reade, 
underftand: for this-is the Key of David, which fhutteth, 
and no man openeth, and openeth,and no man fhutteth ; yea, 
God Almighty it is, whois the ftreneth of all thofe that in a 
pure heart wait upon him, in the undefiled Life which keeps 
blamelefs, And in an unfpotted Confcience, the well-{prings 
of 
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of Life are fet and known, which run moft pleafantly unto 
all thofe that fear the Lord, and walk humbly before him. 
- Wherefore fear not, little Flock, for itis the Father’s will to 
give you the Kingdom : and this.is the reafon that none of you 
can be pluck’d out of the Father’s hand, becaufe your Lives 
are hid with Chriftin God; and itis your meat and drink to 
he down inthe Will of the Lord. And this in my meafure am 
Imade a Witne(s of. And this is the reafon that the Lord is 
pleafed to unloofe my lips, and untye my tongue, that his 
living Praifes fhould be founded forth amongft che Heathen : 


for wonderfully hath he wrought in andamongft you ; there- | 
fore is his Name to be exalted above all the gods of.the Hea- | 


then : for he is wonderful, and wondroufly doth he work, for 
the {eattering of all that is contrary to himfelf ; that whatfo- 
ever is ftanding in any, thatis not of himfelf, may be brought 


to nothing, that his eternal living Truth may be known in 


every particular,. Oh you Prifoners of hope! for you do I 
oftpray, and am made fenfible of the an{wer of my Prayers, 


becaufe you are kept out of the murmuring, and outof the de. 


firing after Egypts Flef-pots. Oh let the Works of the Lord 
never be forgotten of you,who have tafted of his loving-kind- 
nefs ; for,of his goodnefs there is no end. ei 
Therefore, my Friends, keep to that which gives you the 
Vidtory, and keep to your Dominion, that fin may not reign 
in your mortal bodies, and here you will find peace and reft 
for your fouls, as your mindsare fingly ftaied upon the Lord ; 
and your eyes kept in your head Chrift Fefos. Then will there 
be a watching over one another in love, andin the fpirit of 
meeknefs, as becometh Saints who fear the Lord, and give 
glory tohis Name: Such cannot watchwith an evil eye, but 
are made to watch againft chat, becaufe it is for Judgment. 
So to the hidden Word in the heart do. 1 commend you, which 
gives victory over all that which arifes contrary to it felf, 
that noble Warriors you may be over all Corruptions and di- 
vers Lufts; for you are to triymph over all that which ts 
contrary tothe Lord, and then all things will work together 
for cod: and nothing it is can feparate you from the Love 
ef God, which is made known to you that abide in his me ; 
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which Fear is the beginning of Wifdom ; and as we abide 


herein, we meet together as Children of one birth, and are 
refrefhed in one banqueting-houfe of his loving-kindnefs : 
and here is no vain jangling, but all agree together, and can’ 
lie down in the Counfel of the Lord; and as we are kept to 


this, there is no place for the Enemy to enter. Oh, dear 
Friends, did our Enemies but know what we injoy, who are 


gathered into Faithfulnefs, furely they would ceafe Perfecu- 

tion, and own their Condemnation, concerning us ; but it is 
hid from their eyes, and therefore can we fay, Father, forgive 
them, becaufe our love runs to our Enemies : For we who 
have been made partakers of the large Love of the Lord, de- 


fire that all might have part with usin his Fear: But alas, 
alas! ourlamentation is taken up for them who flight thefe 


precious enjoyments; but to us is he rifen with healing un-_ 


der his wings, and therefore can we thankfully take the Cup 


of Salvation, and praife the Lord‘amongft the Heathen: and 
this is the large Love of our God, and itis marvelous in our 


eyes. O Praifes, Praifes, Glory.and Honour be given to 


God, who worketh all our works in us, and for'us. 
-And here Iam your Fellow-labourer 
in the Vineyard ‘of ‘our Lord, 
GILMAN, 


Ades, 
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: ft LETTER to CHARLES, KING of 


JNcline thine ear ( O King ) and flight not the precious 

Warnings of the Lord, which daily are made known unto 

thee, by that of God in thy own Con{cience ; and large and 

many have been the Warnings of the Servants of the Lord un- 

to thee, but they have been caft behind thy back : And now 

is our God rifen in his Mighty Power, to make Inquifition for 

innocent Blood; therefore, prepare, prepare, to meet the 
Lord, and confider what account thou canft give of the Inno- 

cent Blood which cryes in the ears of the Lord for vengeance, 

itis the voice of thy Brothers righteous blood which thou art — 

to give an account of this day; and this is required at thy 

\ hands by him, who hath the hearts of Kings in his hands, and 
turneth them as the rivers of waters whither he pleafeth. What 


have we done ( O King ) that fuch ufuage we fhould receive 
from thy hands, and by thy orders, that Souldiers fhould come 4 
Into our peaceable Meetings ina warlike manner, asif fome 
oreat enemies were to be conquered, amonegft the People of 
God, whom by fcosnezs are called. Quakers, who cannot hold 
‘up a weapon againft any ? I fay, What have we done that we — 
| fhould be haled, many of us, out of our Meetings, and caft in- 
| to ftinking Prifons on heaps, where, for want of air and room, 
| many have fealed to this Teftimony with theirdeath, before 
they can deny to Worfhip God as they are perfwaded in their 
own Confciences ? for, if thou fhouldeft prepare, in the room 
of Prifons, a fiery Furnace, or a Lions den, we can as conten- 
tedly lye down, in the Will of our God, as we can fuffer our 
bodies to lye in Prifon: For the fame Law which took hold of 
the Saints of God in the dayes of old, doth take hold of us at 
this day : for we cannot bow to the imaginations of men con- 
cerning thé Worfhip of our God. And before we can own any at 
man to be our Teacher, we can fufferdeath: for our Life can-. 
not be taken away, itis hid with Chriftin God ; for thofe 4 
Wi 
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Salvation. 


will live godly in Chrift Jefus, muft fuffer Perfecution: And 
therefore (O King) we are not careful to anfwer thee in this 
matter, for our Confidence is inthe Lord, and our Strength 


liethinhim, whois God Almighty, and doth fave his People 


from their fins, and from the wrath of our Enemies ; and he 


giveth us courage and boldnefs, fo that our lives, or any 


thing wedo enjoy, isnot near or dear untous, for our Wills 
are freely given up into the hands of the Lord, that he fhould 
do withus as feemeth good in his fight; forthis I know, that 


— all chings fhall work together for good to thofe that love God, 


and are called for this purpofe to fuffer for his Names fake, — 
who comes through creat Tribulations, their Garments are 
wafhed in the Bloud of the Lamb. And this is the Reafon 


we cannot Conform to the Idol fhepherds, which preach for 


Money, anddivine for Hire, and feek their Gain from their 
Quarters ; our Souls abhor fuch Teachers, for we are Re- 


deemed from their mouths; and we fhould know it tobea | 


yoke of bondage, toturn tothem again. And be it known 
unto thee (O King ) that the Lord 1s rifen, whois the Migh- — 
ty Godof Facob, inftrength, as with an Army, and is fcat- 

tering to pieces all the deceitful workers of Iniquity ; for 
though his loving kindnefs hath been plentifully known 
amoneft his People, yet this will not excufe thee, when the 
creat God fhall render unto every one according to the deeds 
done in the body ; and though-God is pleafed to preferve his 


People in the hollow of his Hand, and hide them under his _ 


Pavillion ; becaufe his hand is not fhortened, but his arm is 
ftretched forth ftill, becaufe to us he is known a Deliverer in 
the time of trouble, therefore can we ftand ftill and fee his 
And therefore am I bold to declare, That the Lord is rifen 
for the Redemption of his People, and is making way for his — 
sanfomed Ones to pafs over ; Pharaoh and his Hoft are to_ 
be caft into the Sea of God’s wrath: for thofe that fear the 
Lord, are his Promifes made known unto, and his Secrets are 
made known to thofe that fear his. Name; but to the proud, 
and haughty, and to thofe that forget God, and turn their 
backs at his Reproof, and will none of his Counfel, fuch wily 
ou 
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our God {weep away with the beefom of deftruction; for the 
worker of Iniquity will not beable to abide his Prefence in 
that day: Therefore ( O King ) confider what thou art doing, _ 
for the Lord hath long waited upon thee to be gracious, and 


many precious Warnings have been handed to thee through 


the Servants of the Lord; yet that doth not clear me in the. 
fight of my God: therefore (O King) return, return, and 
repent, and harden not thy heart, asin the day of provocati- 
on, againft that fecret witnels of God, which reproves thee fe- 
cretly when no mortaleyefeeth. Therefore, if they were to 


be caft into utter darkne{s, who did not vifite the Servants of 


the Lord, and who did not cloath them, and who did not feed 
them when they were in Prifon ; what will become of thofe 
who caft them into Prifon, and caufe them to go hungry 


— through their hot Perfecution ? I fay, it were better for a mill- 


ftone to be hanged about their necks, and: they caft into the 
midft of the Sea, than that they fhould offend one of the little, 
ones that put their truft inthe Lord, Therefore ( O King) 


lay itto heart, for thefe Warnings are not come forth in vain; 


for to that of God in thy Confcience do I defer my Caufe, 


and letit plead for us when we are out of fight: for if Fire 


fhould be for us prepared, the afhes of our bones would rife 
as awitnefs againft thee to plead the innocency of our Caufe 


before thee. Therefore in Jove to thy Soul are thefe lines — 


civen forth, thata ftop may be put to the Perfecution of the 


Saints; And fo whether thou wilt hear or forbear, I have 
cleared my felf in the fight of my God concerning thee, ec, . 


ANNE GILMAN. 
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